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Á Wetland mitigation overview 

Á The need to mitigate 
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Á ARM Fund program 
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Á Grant Program 
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Á Example Stream Projects  

PRESENTATION OVERVIEW 



ÁRequires sequence of avoidance, 
minimization, then compensation for 
unavoidable impacts. 

 

ÁEstablishes thresholds of when 
mitigation is required and ratios.  
    

ÁAllows for restoration, preservation, 
and creation.  

 

ÁLocal priorities and Conservation 
Commission input recognized.   

 

ÁEstablishes criteria for mitigation 
plans and for preservation proposals. 

 

BASIC COMPONENTS OF THE MITIGATION 

RULES 

ENV-WT 300, 500, 800  



Wetland regulatory program that issues permits and requires 
mitigation for certain projects that meet a minimum threshold 

 

ÁWetland impacts > 10,000 square feet 

 

ÁTidal impacts ð no minimum requirement 

 

ÁPerennial Stream impacts > 200 linear feet 
(bank+channel+bank) 

 

ÁIntermittent Stream Impacts - Measured along the thread of the 
channel 

 

ÁTemporary and secondary impacts (ACOE) to buf fers of streams 
and vernal pools.  

NHDES WETLANDS BUREAU 

ADMINISTRATIVE RULES AND THRESHOLDS  



Á Permittee ð Responsible: 

    1) Wetland & Stream Restoration 

 

    2) Upland Preservation Through  

 Permanent Conservation  

 

 3) Wetland Creation 

  

ÁIn-lieu Fee Payment to NHDES: 

     4) Payment Into the ARM Fund  

 

 

FOUR FORMS OF COMPENSATORY MITIGATION 

IN NEW HAMPSHIRE 



Emphasis on local 

Conservation Commissionõs  

development of a  

òPriorityó 

Mitigation List 

 

 

 

Mitigation Sequence Requires Checking 

FIRST  

with Local Conservation Commission 

òPriority Listó  



Á Parcels  ad jacent  to  ex ist ing conservat ion lands (a lso in  T ier  1  WAP map locat ions) 

Á Town forests  or  parcels acquired not  current ly protected ð consider habi tat  va lue for  

restorat ion 

Á Land in v ic in i ty  to  dr ink ing water  suppl ies 

Á Floodpla ins and r ipar ian areas,  vernal  pool  habi ta t   

Á Farmlands wi th focus for  enhanc ing wet land and st ream buf fers 

 

ÁWet land restorat ion ð remove f i l l ,  restore hydrology,  remove d i tching  

Á Restorat ion of  s t reams where they have been culver ted,  bur ied,  channels 

s t ra ightened 

Á Enhancement o f  buf fers  where they may be lacking 

ÁWater  qual i ty improvements -  look at  impaired waters for  best  locat ions for  

improvements 

 

Á Culver t  rep lacements and dam removals 

Á Connect ing sect ions of  s t reams to  improve passage for  aquat ic  organisms,  f ish 

passage 

Á Stream bank restorat ion/vegetated enhancement   

Á Eradicat ion of  invas ive spec ies ð w i th long-term moni tor ing program establ ished 

 

 

  

SAMPLE PRIORITY LIST 



ÁAdditional mitigation option 

available to applicants. 

 

ÁOption for projects that have 

dif ficulty finding good mitigation. 

 

ÁProcess of providing a payment into 

a fund that pools money together to 

be spent in the òwatershedó  where 

impacts occurred. 

 

ÁFunds go toward wetland restoration, 

preservation of land adjacent to 

aquatic resources, wetland creation 

or aquatic resource improvements. 

 

AQUATIC RESOURCE MITIGATION FUND 

RSA 482-A:28 - 33  

        

 

ARM FUND PROJECT AWARD 

SITES 2009-2015 



 

ÁSets standards of how a 
payment is considered and 
approved 

 

ÁIdentifies what types of 

   projects are eligible  

 

ÁDevelops a Site Selection 
Committee and grant round  

 

ÁIncludes additional oversight by 
Army Corps, EPA, USFWS,   

   NOAA & NRCS 

 

 

NHDES WETLAND MITIGATION   

ARM FUND RULES 


